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In a preliminary ruling process (case 350/07) the European Court of Justice is presently
confronted with the question whether a regime of statutory insurance against accidents
at work and occupational diseases which is organized like the German scheme is
compliant with fundamental principles of the EC Treaty.
Prompted by this process the EUROPEAN FORUM
* calls attention to the fact that the European Court of Justice – in the Cisal case
(218/00) concerning the Italian statutory accident insurance - already ruled on the
relationship between competition rules and a national regime of statutory insurance
against accidents at work and occupational diseases,
* underlines the findings of the European Court of Justice (in the Cisal case) that
covering risks of accidents at work and occupational diseases is an element of social
protection which Member States afford to all or part of their population,
* points out that according to permanent ruling of the European Court of Justice (in
particular in the Cisal case) Community law does not affect the sovereignty of Member
States to organise their social security systems.
It remains the sole responsibility of each Member State to determine the conditions
concerning the right or duty to be insured with a social security scheme.
The members of the European Forum call attention to the fact that social security
schemes - in particular schemes of statutory accident insurance - have always been
characterized by a diversity of structure and organization. They support and welcome the
decision of the European institutions not to harmonize the systems of social security.
The EUROPEAN FORUM refers explicitly to the principle of subsidiarity as laid down in
Article 137 of the EC Treaty as basic principle for social security in Europe
The EUROPEAN FORUM represents 20 institutions responsible for statutory accident
insurance in 17 countries in Europe. Their common goal is to promote and safeguard the
principles of social accident insurance and to serve as focal point for statutory accident
insurance matters in Europe and abroad.
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